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In This Issue PPRF Announces Winter 2001 Study

O Acquisitions ... (2) _
.. _ _ A 10 person research team funded by the PPRF will conduct a three week-long study
O Costa Rican Undergrad Joins Teamin Mindo Ecuador beginning in late January, 2001. The group will be looking at

- (1) behaviors of Bronze-winged, Coral-billed, and White-headed Pionus flocks that pres-
O Commercial Sponsor Announced mently live in Ecuador’s Mindo Valley.
(2) Typically all three species move to nests in February, so the group will be watching

for examples of aggression associated with mate selection, the process used to estab-
lish nesting sites, and flock behaviors of non-nesting birds. Some members of the
O Help Wanted ... (3) team will spend one of the three weeks searching for the roosting areas the birds are
suspected of frequenting in the southern end of the valley.

O From The Managing Director ... (3)

O In The Literature ... (2) ) ,
Because of the topographical features of the valley, observation of groups of parrots

O Membership Drive Launched ... (1) is not particularly difficult, however, our preliminary study last fall suggests that the
& 2001 Ecuador Study Plans ... (1) nesting and roosting areas are confined to relatively inaccessible sections of the val-

ley.
O That Pi Smell .. (3) The group will be doing point counts and transect counts during the first two weeks

About This Issue in an effort to firmly establish the daily routes that these three flocks tend to follow.
This is the first Itt fthe Pi That information will be especially valuable for developers of conservation plans in

1515 Ihe ISt newsietter o e, 1ONUSiq region and to researchers looking for feeding/foraging data.
Parrot Research Foundation. It's being
distributed to members and potential : :
members. The newsletter will beMemberShlp D”Ve LaunChed

available in PDF format for downloading Russ Shade, PPRF Managing Director announced recently that a member recruiting
from the PPRF web site effortis presently underway.

(www.fatparrots.q), and also in printed The PPREF is offering a Reliance wrought iron parrot cage (model WB 321 or WB

format. If you prefer to receive this ; . :
newsletter electronically (and save the322) to a person whose name will be drawn from the list of folks purchasing member-

PPRF printing and mailing costs) justShlps in the PPRF by 12/31/2000.

email us afatparrots@geek.com The Reliance cage is well-suited to Pionus parrots because it is a “wide-style” cage
measuring 36" wide, 24" deep, and 70" high. The cage has an electrostatic powder

COSta Rican JOl ns coated finish, swing- out feeder doors, stainless steel feeder cups, a nestbox door, pill
out bottom grill for easy cleaning, top and bottom metal pans, safety locks, horizontal

Stu dy Team side bars, and a play area on the cage top. The cage can be completely disassembled

. . . for easy cleaning and/or moving.
Viviana Ruiz, a Costa Rican college stu- y 9 9

dent majoring in biology and ecology, A variety of other prizes is being offered by PPRF commercial sponsors — the list of
will be an active participant in the win- items is growing.
ter 2001 study.

The PPRF has also sent a mailing to all known bird clubs both in the US and abroad.

Viviana attended high school in the If you are a member of a club,please encourage your club leadership to join us in our
United states and is interested in work-efforts. If you need brochures or other material, please contact the Managing Direc-
ing with parrots when she graduates. tor at rshade@fast.net.

In addition to participating in the work Me_m_pership fees help to_fund_the PPRF’s research projec_ts and. library c_ievelopment
pactivities. Members receive this newsletter, access to the library, information they can
use in club newsletters, and timely notice of research results relating to behavior ob-
served by field scientists. The PPRF is the only organization conducting primary
research on Pionus parrots.

in Mindo, she is preparing a researc
project involving White-capped Pionus
parrots in Costa Rica.
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i i it Just this week we obtained a fascinating ar-
FI rSt COm merCIal Acq u |S|t|0nS ticle by Jay Withgott about the role of ultra-

SponSOr Announced . violet reflectance and its role in the life of
We have recently obtained a copy of Diyirgs gjoScience October 2000, vol 50,

Werre pleased to announce that Avitech Exgiry kjasing's book,Comparative Avian 419 854-859). There are several research-
otic Birds of Frazier Park, California hasyyition . Klasing is an avian nutritionist ers who have been working with ultraviolet
joined the PPRF as a commercial sponsqges, they really do exist) at UC Davis. Th@ght as it relates to birds and their work is
Avitech is owned and operated by Janellgook addresses Klasing’s contention that difseginning to suggest that ultraviolet light may
Crandell and her husband Ed, and has begftent species have different nutritional reéplay a hugely significant role in how birds
offering expertly-raised birds and a full lineg,irements based on the physical structuggcognize each other for breeding purposes,
of avian and breeders supplies since 1984 their digestive systems. Klasing clearlgignal each other, and identify food sources
Avitech has donated a full spectrum floojdentifies deficiencies in whatis known and. for example, many fruits and seed pods
lamp, an ionfrared heat panel, and a containkdts those studies that have made major coggvertise themselves to seed-dispersing birds
of Oxine disinfectant to our fall member-tributions to what we do know. It helps toyith Uv reflecting exudates.
ship effort. have a good understanding of organic chem-
nistry to follow along with some of the topicsResearchers have known for some time that
community as a strong supporter of botA0vered, however the book is not so conblrl?s dretmas Zontégn atype ofl_c?]ne specifi-
research and rescue operations. ex that the average aviculturist could nogally designe to detect UV light — cones
earn something of value from it. that almost all mammals lack. Many insects

B o now o e Gty of P bagE e UV relectingcompounds. and
- : : a 0 patronize g Y thinking was that birds had these special

them for your avian needs whenever posssues and well as some 16 issues of Parrots . .
cones to enable them to locate insects (ani-

Avitech is known throughout the avia

sible. Thanks, Avitech!! magazine, a British avicultural journal. mal protein). However, during the 80's, sci-
We have the 2000 Spring and Fall issues ghtists began looking at the possibility that

In The Literature Cotinga, the journal of the Neotropical Birdyyv light may play a role in avian behavior.
Club. So far, it's been conclusively determined that

:i)\/nee;ifrgiir f?j:gﬁ?g:;ii??iﬁf; 5 We've recently obtained a dozen back issué® species of birds from many different or-
g . > % of the British Magazine Parrots (several ofl€rs, rely on UV light for a variety of pur-

yea.r by Dr W. J..Daws gf S_t Cloud, Iv“nn’which include articles about Pionus parrotd)OSes.

the journal contains fascinating reports Oni‘?‘ucluding one written by the late Joh

n N .
wide variety of behavioral subjects. Stoodley). Andrew Bennett of the University of Bristol,

began looking at how bird plumage reveals
The Sept/Oct issue (Vol, no.5) includes arCatherine Toft, Ph.D. of the Department oftself in response to UV light in an effort to
ticles about foraging behavior, how birds us@vian Sciences at University of California,get around the human bias that colors all
distinctive odors to attract parasites to thef@Vis, and scientific advisor to the Pionugvian behavior studies. The article describes
nests (wonder what that Pi smell might reBréeders Association has given us a copy @hat he and other researcher have found to
ally be about?), and learning in birds (includ'€" PaPer The Ge.net.|cs of Captive Propagge a hitherto-unknown world of perception.
ing an interesting section on how handfedon for Conservation: A Manual for Avicul- The pictures in the article are very interest-
) ) urists, produced for the Psittacine Researghg.
chicks may Pe being shortcha_nged). ThIgroject. This is an interesting discussion of
July/August issue (Vol, no.4) includes an, (o5 related to genetic changes which odhe PPRF is interested in acquiring UV pho-
article on sentinel behaviors (page 7) ang;r when species are captive-bred in isol4os of Pionus plumage. If you have UV pho-
calls (page 9), and begging calls/behaviokfn from wild populations. Many avicul- tography equipment or know of someone
(page 6). turists believe that aviculturist’s efforts carwith such equipment, please contact Russ

o assist in re-establishing wild populations oBhade (shade @fast.npor 610-767-8595.
An IBB subscription costs $30.00 annually,a5r-extinct parrots.

Some articles can be read at their website, o o ,
Toft's paper highlights facets of the controBe sure to visit the world’s most compre-

www.ibirding.com PPRF members can bor- . . : ;
g . versy this topic engenders in both th&éensive collection of Pionus links at
row the PPRF copies.

avicultural and conservation communities. http://www.fatparrots.org.
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; Here are some related papers worth But a gift that you make to the PPRF will
That Pi Smell Here are
Investigating: benefit Pi's forever — not just those captive

Nobody lives with a Pionus parrot of any | Brightsmith, D.J. 2000. Use of birds, but also the populations in the wild,

species W|thout_not|cmg.the distinctive odor arboreal termitaria by nesting birdsin _ since the information we gather in our field-
these parrots give off — in fact, we've heard . . .
the Peruvian AmazorCondor work will be of immense value to other or-

rumors al?oqt chapters of Pi-Sniffers Anony- 4 55559 538 ganizations planning conservation activities.
mous springing up all over the world! Those

of us who keep several species have noticed Clark, K.L. and Robertson, R.J. 1979 Ifyou're not presently a member, please join.

that the quality of the odor varies by spe- spatial and temporal multi-species Thanks to the support by some of our com-
cies. Others have noted that breeding birds nesting aggregation in birds as anti- ~ mercial sponsors, your $30.00 membership
seem to have a stronger odor than non- parasite and anti-predator defenses.

just might result in your getting a beautiful

breeding birds. Behav. Ecol. Sociobiob:359-372 new cage, a full spectrum lamp, or an infra-

But until now, the reason why a bird would e Davis, W.J. 2000. Nest Associations. ed heating panel. We're giving away all
have a distinctive odor like this was un- Interp. Birding Bull.\ol 1:5:1-5 these items and more to folks whose names
known. Some behaviorists have theorize(i: . - will be drawn from the list of all members
that Pionus and some other New World par rom The Man aglng who join before the end of the year.

rots used the odor to help differentiate bef™~y;

tween sexes. DIreCtor

However, more than that, we need the sup-
Pi's are great companions — that's somethingort of clubs and other organizations who
Dr Donald Brightsmith of Duke University, every aviculturist can agree on —from theifroclaim their purpose for existing is to fur-
an active AFA member and researcher workgorgeous plumage to their large, expressivger our knowledge of parrots. | can think
ing with macaws at Tambopata and otheeyes ar_1d playful nature, these birds Oﬁer no more fitting way to achieve that goal
amazonian birds, has published an articléomething for everyone. than by participating in active field work such

about how neotropical birds establish relayye ¢ nded the PPRF to help fill the hugeas that being done by the PPRF. Please con-
tionships with ants and termites to help keeaps in our avicultural and scientific knowl-tact your club officers and ask them to seri-
their nests clean. Although he does not spegge of this species for it's our assertion tha$usly consider supporting our efforts.
cifically mention Pionus parrots in the pa-only by knowing the nature of their lives in
per (his work involved trogons and para-the wild can we come to a full appreciationHe|p Wanted
keets in Peru), the birds he studied preferreaf their value in the chain of life.

to nest in areas where stingless ants and tes; Whew! We sure could use a newsletter edi-
_ freel i Ig h Please take a few minutes to read about whdr willing to learn Adobe PageMaker and
mites were freely available. The ants angq.e accomplished so far, and then joinassist with compiling The Fat Parrot.

termites help to keep active nests clean —gth ys to accomplish our goals for the fu- _ o
huge and important job as any breeder afyre. In just two short months, we’'ll be trav-"Ve're also looking for a volunteer librarian

Pionus parrots will attest. Additionally, theeling to Mindo, Ecuador where we hope td© k€ep track of the research material we
insects also not only deter predators (includgather important information about theseét® accum'ulatmg and managing member
ing large vertebrate predators such as trdards. We hope that you will see fit to assistoans. A minor t?‘?" atthis point, gventually
snakes), but will actually fight to drive themin this project by donating gifts of money 0ur collection will increase significantly as

off. Additionally, there is evidence that re-and time. \éveelseifc tuy:g :;E)?zi;nnafzgg Izisg \:‘v;rz:lc:abrevﬁtﬁlg
lated birds which do not have a strong musty | of us with pet birds spend large amountsHTML to help keep the library web page

odor do not share their nests with insects. ot money for food, toys, vet bills, magazineypdated. Please contact the Managing Di-

One of the goa|s of the PPRF’s Bronze§UbSCripti0nSr books, and Conventionlsemirector atrshade@fast.n@:r 610-767-8595

, : - nar expenses. The food gets eaten, the togsyenings) if you're interested in either job.
winged Pionus Research Projectis to MONeed to be replaced, the vet bills recur an=

tor active nests. We'll be on the.IOOKOQtf?rnually, magazines and books get read, an@®2000
insect acF|V|ty which supports Brightsmith's the conventions and seminars come arourionus Parrots Research Foundation, Inc.
observations. every year. PO Box 34, Danielsville, PA 18038




